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2 | Message from Ms Earle 

Having been at Altrincham College for two 
terms now, I can honestly say that there have 
been so many wonderful things going on at 
our school I cannot list them all here! You will 
see some amazing examples yourself in the 
rest of this newsletter! I can highlight a few 
but suffice to say, in summary, I am          
thoroughly enjoying being Headteacher. We 
are here at the end of the academic year, 
with so much to share and celebrate! 

Of course, the exam season has been upon us; students worked really hard and 
managed to overcome the    stresses that the season can bring. Staff gave up 
many hours preparing students right up until the last minute. The support and  
motivation students received made this process so much easier and was          
recognised by one    student publicly on local radio! The Y11 Prom was a        
wonderful celebration of all they have achieved over the past five years and we 
looking forward to seeing lots of our students returning to our Sixth Form in     
September. The Sixth Form had a great time celebrating their final days in school, 
with all the excitement that new beginnings bring. We wish Y11 and Y13 every 
success going forward. 

Several school trips have taken place this term, all of 
which enhance the learning in their respective subject 
areas. These have included a Drama group working at 
óHomeô in Manchester and then performing to the public; 
a giant litter pick   involving Y7 students in Manchester 
City Centre, Duke of Edinburgh Award Bronze and    
Silver expeditions to name a few. The newly named 
óLloyd Art Prizeô in recognition of the work done for the 
Arts at AC by a previous Headteacher,  Margaret Lloyd, 
was also established this term and celebrated in style. 
The annual Sports Day was a huge success with a vast 
range of activities catering for all abilities and the sun 
shone! 

The long-awaited establishment of the Parentsô          
Association has been a highlight of the term. The group 
have met regularly and are now supporting school events such as the Summer 
Recital Evening on 17th July. They plan to do all they can to raise much-needed 
funds: a Car Boot Sale, Christmas and Summer Fairs.       Volunteers spoke at the 
Welcome Evening for new Y7 students and also attracted more members. They 
are an energetic addition to our Altrincham support network and will, I am sure, 
make a big difference to the education of our young people. 
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 I would like to take this opportunity to thank members of staff at AC for all their 
hard work and commitment this year ï they always go the extra mile for our 

students whether they are teachers or support staff. Sadly, we will be 
saying goodbye to the following members of our AC team at the end 
of term and we wish them all the very best for the future: Mr Hacker, 
Mrs L McGrath, Mrs Holt-Naughten, Dr S Whitham, Mr Mortimer, Ms 
Holdcroft, Mr Lake, Mr McLean, Ms Moore, Ms Walmsley, Ms White, 
Mr Hill and Mrs Reeves. 

 

May I wish you and your families a very happy Summer! I 
hope you enjoy the time together and make the most of the 
good weather. Thank you very much for all YOUR support of 
our school ï the young people here are a credit to you! I look 
forward to seeing you on A-level Results Day (15th August) 
and GCSE Results Day (22nd August). School will start again 
on Wednesday 4th September for ALL students. 

 

Kind regards and thanks 

 

K Earle 
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After much debate, the Student Council met this term to agree a style of skirt which will be 

gradually phased in over the next 2 years. The current styles (straight skirt for KS4 and full 

pleated skirt for KS3) will be gradually phased out over the next two years. All skirts must 

have the school logo on the front and should be purchased from our suppliers. 

From September 2019: 

¶ Years 7/8/9 should continue to wear the skirts they currently have ï a full pleated skirt 

¶ Students in Year 10 may wear either a straight skirt or full pleated skirt 

¶ Students in Y11 may wear the straight skirt  

There is no need for parents/carers to buy the new style of skirt yet. Please wait until 

your child grows out of the one they have! 

We have taken student views into account and also parent/carer views for example, ñThe 

fully pleated skirt is really difficult to iron!ò or ñItôs too uncomfortable to sit down in the 

straight oneò and therefore the Student Council have selected the two styles you see in the 

photos above. One is plain and one has a single pleat down the middle for comfort. Stu-

dents may choose whichever style they want! We must stress that Altrincham College 

wants students to have a more óprofessionalô look and so rolling these up will spoil that! 

Shirts will still change from blue to white at the start of Y10 and ties will continue to have 

year group coloured stripes.  

We hope everyone feels they have been included in this process and that their views have 

been listened to. Thank you very much for your ongoing support. 
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Welcome from the new Head of Sixth Form 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you of my new role as Head of Sixth 
Form at Altrincham College. I am delighted to be taking up this position 
in school and continuing to build on the success of our high performing 
Sixth Form.  

 As many of you will be aware, I have been teaching at Altrincham     
College for 9 years including the last 4 in my current position of Head of 
Learning. I have enjoyed both teaching in the Sixth Form and supporting 
Year 11 students in the transition to post 16 study.  

 As Head of Sixth Form, I am uncompromising in the quality of teaching 
and learning and committed to creating a positive experience for all    
students. Student wellbeing is very important to me, I encourage our  
students to thrive in a happy, safe and supportive environment. Above 
all, students will continue to leave us fully ready for their next step and 
equipped with the skills and qualifications to succeed in the competitive 
21st century. 

I recognise that partnership between students, parents and school is  
fundamental to the success of every student. I therefore look forward to 
meeting with parents and carers over the coming months and to working 
with you to ensure the continued success of our students.  



6 | In the Community  

Community Coffee Morning:  Thursday 2nd May 

2019 

We were delighted to welcome members of our local    

community to a school coffee morning on Thursday 2nd 

May to meet our new Headteacher Ms Earle, staff and stu-

dents. Thank you to all who attended!   

 

Here at Altrincham College, we like to get involved with the local community wherever        

possible. Below are some recent events where students have been out supporting the com-

munity or we have invited members of the community into school. 

Enrichment Days: Monday 8th JulyðWednesday 10th July 

During these days, we welcomed a number of 

visitors from the local community into school 

who kindly delivered a number of sessions to 

our students.  

We would firstly like to say a huge thank you to 

the Greater Manchester Police Tactical Aid 

Unit who delivered inspiring and informative 

sessions to our Year 8 students. These ses-

sions consisted of looking at the specialist 

equipment and through the tactical aid van. 

Students also carried out a car search and   

received a talk about a career in this role.  

We would also like to thank Emma who came 

in from UA92 and delivered some sessions 

with our Year 10 students and a group of Year 

8s about life skills.  
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Clean Up Manchester Event: Friday 21st June 2019 

Looking after the environment and learning to be responsible citizens is high 
on the agenda for Altrincham College students. This is a global issue and 
one that many of our young people feel very strongly about. In order to save 
our planet, action needs to be taken. On Friday 21st June, we took action.  

23 students from Year 7 and Year 8 volunteered to go litter picking around 
Altrincham Town Centre as part of Radio Manchesterôs ñClean up Manches-
terò Campaign. Many motorists stopped to thank them for their kindness and 
local residents praised them for their efforts. Students were thrilled with the 
response from passers-by and are now keen to follow up this activity with 
further events.  

All students involved in the litter picking event will be logging the activity on 
the Pixl Edge system. The scheme helps to develop and accredit the life 
skills and attributes that employers are telling us they require from employ-
ees. Students will gain a       qualification, which runs alongside their aca-
demic successes and recognises what they can do as well as what they 
know. Well done to all students involved!!! 
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Bala: Monday 8th July ð Wednesday 10th July 2019 

 

As the year comes to an end the Year 7s finish their first year at Altrincham     
College in style. Monday morning comes and 62 year 7s are ready and raring to 
go! Are we there yet?, for the 4th time in 5 minutes, they couldnôt be more excited 
to get there and get started. All pupils arrived, accounted for, fed and changed 
ready for the first activities to begin! Paddle boarding, canoeing, raft building, rock 
climbing to name a few, what a great start to the first day. I think the pupils having 
the opportunity to push their teachers in was one which they enjoyed most! While 
evening activities had begun and the treasure hunt was underway, pupils soon 
decided they quite liked the view, and freedom and found great pleasure in rolling 
down the hill several times before embarking on an evening of sports before    
settling down ready to re boost their energy levels for the next day! Day two saw 
another fun filled day of activities, including water sports, high ropes, problem 
solving and the birds of prey! A few teachers even had to get involved, with a bit 
of encouragement of course! With day 2 nearly coming to a end and fears being 
overcome pupils were looking rather tired, but that didnôt stop them enjoying     
another evening doing rounders and football in the fields at Glan Llyn. Even 
though Iôm tired said one pupil, Iôve really enjoyed myself, thank you. With that 
said pupils headed to bed for the evening tired and glad of lie down! Day 3 all 
packed and ready to go, however 2 more activities left! With little energy and 
some rather tired pupils they head off to high ropes and raft building to end the 
trip in style. A quick spot of lunch, and a change of clothing pupils head towards 

the coaches ready to go home. 

Not a sound, all pupils asleep, exhausted having enjoyed 3 days of not stop     
adventure! 

A fabulous trip with fabulous pupils and staff. 

Mrs Woods 
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Ski Trip: 30th March ð 6th April 2019 

Mrs Wagstaff, Mr Hughes and Miss Klays took a group of       
students on a one week skiing residential trip over the Easter 
holidays to Folgarida in Italy. 

We had a fantastic time in Folgardia. We skied through all 
weather conditions and a lot of boundaries were pushed but 
every student did themselves proud and thoroughly enjoyed the 
holiday! As well as all of the skiing we took part in talent       
competitions, pizza nights, bowling and karaoke. Both staff and 
students had a fantastic time! 

Opal Coast Visit: Wednesday 10th July ð Friday 12th July 2019 

The Modern Languages Department have just returned from a successful study visit to The 

Opal Coast. 38 students crossed the Channel alongside 4 members of staff and enjoyed tak-

ing part in a variety of activities including a chocolate 

making and tasting experience as well as visiting an 

authentic snail farm and typical French boulangerie. 

Another highlight for staff and students alike was the 

visit to Nausic§a - the biggest aquarium in Eu-

rope!  Everyone loved watching the different kinds of 

fish but the graceful manta rays were definitely the fan 

favourite! On       student commented, ñWe have had 

the best time learning all about French culture and Iôve 

really   enjoyed improving 

my speaking on the trip!ò 

Overall, a great time was 

had by all! ê bient¹t C¹te 

dôOpale! 
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Theatre Visit: Wednesday 24th April 2019 

 

Y10 GCSE students were invited to watch an award winning performance of Willy 
Russell's 'Blood Brothers' at Blackpool Winter Gardens.  The students were able to 
explore the world of the play and critique both it's dramatic content and the       
contextual features to enhance their studies of GCSE Drama and GCSE English 
Literature.  Every student thoroughly enjoyed the show and used this enriching   
experience to further support their GCSE success.    

Salford University Fashion Show: Thursday 6th June 2019 
 
Not knowing what to expect a select number of 
well behaved Year 10 Textiles students and Year 
12 Fashion students arrived at Salford University 
to view the universityôs 2019 degree show. 
Thursday 6th June and two hours of none stop 
wows, videos, and picture taking, pupils were     
inspired shocked and amazed by the collections 
produced by these 1st, 2nd and 3rd year fashion 
students. 
Students watched on as each collection amazed 
us even more with unique, creative and              
inspirational ideas towards fashion and their     
concept. 
As the last collection appeared pupils seemed 

some what disap-
pointed as the show was coming to an end. With a 
slight break while the judges could discuss their cho-
sen winners. Pupils took the time to say which ones 
they thought would win and how they couldnôt believe 
this is a course which could be done for 3 years, a 
change in future career perhaps? 
Inspired and full or ideas pupils headed home with a 
phone full of ideas bursting to be experimented with 
on their coursework! 
Excited again for next years show, maybe in a few 
years we will be seeing a few hidden Altrincham    
College Designers! 
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Isle of Man Residential: Monday 8 July ð Friday 12 July 2019  

26 students from Year 7,8 and 9 attended a 

week long, outdoor adventure residential on the 

Isle of Man. 

Students experienced a range of exciting and 

adventurous outdoor activities including:        

abseiling, raf-building, coasteering, kayaking, 

canoeing, sailing, archery and tram-building   

excercises. 

The residential has given students an insight   

into activities that they may wish to develop in 

the future but also provided a variety of life     

experiences that helps to build such things as 

self-confidence, communication and                

organisational skills. 

Students also learnt to develop independence 

and social skills which they can carry forward in-

to future life.  
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Year 13 Leaversô Lunch: 

On Friday 24th May we bid farewell to our Year 13 

students at their Leaversô Lunch.  They received their 

óClass of 2019ô photo, the infamous Mrs Brennan  

poem and a very tasty lunch provided by the       

wonderful school catering staff.  Weôre very proud of 

you and know that youôll go on to do wonderful 

things.  Good luck with university, apprenticeships or 

wherever life takes you! 

  

Sixth Form Taster Day: 

Students from Year 11 were 

invited to take part in a 

taster day to find out what  

life in our Sixth Form is    

really like and what we can 

offer . 

The students were able to 

sample Level 3 lessons in 

a range of A Level and 

BTEC courses, work with our specialist tutors, 

make use of our     fantastic facilities and get a 

feel for what our sixth form is like on a daily ba-

sis  

We are looking forward to welcoming students 

back into Year 12 in September! 
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Year 12 Law Trip to Warrington Court: 

On 29th April all the Year 12 A-Level law students went on a trip to the      

Warrington Combined Court centre. They enjoyed a tour of a courtroom from 
a lay magistrate and then viewed several real life criminal law cases             
including sentencing hearings and bail hearings. The students witnessed 
people being given custodial sentences and also how emotional court cases 

can be. Law tutor, Mr Oliver, commented ñIt was important for the students to 
see the criminal courts in action. Their course contains a criminal law          
element and a legal system element. This trip brought these two areas to life 
and the students were able to observe not only how the courts operate but 

also some of the current problems found within our legal system such as  
delays and inefficiency.ò  

Year 12 Trip to University of Liverpool: 

Year 12 students enjoyed an informative and fun trip to the University of        
Liverpool in June.  They learnt about the university application process and    
enjoyed a campus tour from órealô university students!  It was a great insight into 
what university life has to offer. 

The day ended with a talk on budgeting and student life from one of the        
universityôs student ambassadors, who told very cheesy cheese jokes.  Who 
can remember, òWhat did the cheese say when it looked in the mirror éé.   
Halloumi!ò (Hello me)   
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Congratulations Matina! 

Huge congratulations to Year 12 student Matina who has gained a 
place at the prestigious International Science School at the University 
of Sydney.  Matina was just one of five students from the UK who    
successfully gained a place at the school, which gathers every two 
years.  The two-week residential program gathers 140 students from 
around the world and features talks by world-renowned scientists,     
laboratory tours, hands-on activities and social events.   

Martina, who leaves for her two-week programme in July, said: 

ñI am delighted and surprised to have been accepted onto the pro-
gramme! I am really looking forward to seeing Australia and listening to 
the lectures. It will give me a lot to write about in my University          
application and will further my passion for Science, in particular     
Computer Science. I applied for the programme in March, I just thought 

Iôd give it a go! I learned about the opportunity through the Manchester Access Programme at 
the University of           Manchesterò. 

On her return from the University of Sydney, Matina will be writing a óBlog-Styleô report of her   
experience, with photos to be shared by the University of Manchester. She will also be visiting 
Jodrell Bank Centre for Astrophysics in Manchester to share her experience through a talk. 

We all, at Altrincham College, wish Matina a fantastic trip and look forward to hearing about her 

experience when she returns. 
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Congratulations to Will Cleary! 

Congratulations to Will Cleary in Year 10 who has been awarded 

the Best Youth Individual Performance at the Wilmslow Festival of 

One Act Plays. Will is a member of the Altrincham Creative      

Theatre School and played the lead role as Ernie in their play 

ñErnieôs Incredible Illucinationsò. This award follows on from his 

achievement last year picking up the award for Best Junior         

Individual Performance. 

The festival took place between 11th and 15th June and featured 

a total of ten plays. 

Congratulations Will on this fantastic achievement! 

We always love to hear of success that students have outside of school.  Please feel free 

to contact the school if your child  has any successful achievements and we can ensure 

they get the recognition that they deserve.  
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άDigital Her Roadshowò  

Bowdon Hotel 14/05/2019 

 

A group of 13 Year 8 girls attended the ñDigital Her Roadshowò at the Bowdon 
Hotel in Altrincham on Tuesday 14th May. 

The ñDigital Herò is programme from Manchester Digital, dedicated to inspiring 
and encouraging women into the industry through targeted projects,             
opportunities and campaigns. 

The roadshow introduced students to leading role models and mentors within 
the industry. Employers present included GCHQ, BJSS, Autotrader and     
Manchester Science Partnership. 

The students participated in workshops that served to inspire, empower and 
breakdown traditional stereotypes within the industry. 

The students came away feeling very enthused and inspired by the         
Roadshow. 

 

They commented: - 

óWe learnt about a wide range of careers within the digital industriesô 

óI know more about digital jobs, itôs not all about Maths and I.T.ô 

óI feel really inspiredô 

óI want to go into a digital careerô 

óGood fun and I learnt something newô 

óItôs okay to fail sometimes, I can learn from my mistakesô 

 

@manchesterdigital  #digitalher 



Please contact school if you could 

Ý Help students to develop their interview skills  

Ý Connect with a department to deliver a career talk  

Ý Support our careers programme in anyway 

Inspired to Aspire Programme 

 

The Inspired to Aspire Mentoring Programme, provided by the Salford         
Foundation has matched over 1600 pupils with mentors from over 40 different 
businesses and are looking forward to introducing more Altrincham College    
students to their business mentors next year.   

As part of the óInspired to Aspireô programme pupils over the last 3 months, have 
been given the opportunity to visit their mentorôs place of work, to conclude the 
project. Our first cohort visited Barclays Northern Head Quarters, and most      
recently The Bank of New York Mellon (both in the centre of Manchester)  

Students took part in a tour of the offices, learning more about the various job 
roles and workplace expectations of employees and clients ï We even had a 
conference call with the BNY Mellon Head Office in New York City.ò 
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Drama 

The Year 9 Drama club have been very busy this half 
term rehearsing an outdoor adaptation of Romeo and 
Juliet. It took just six weeks to put this performance  
together which they performed a couple of weeks ago 
to an audience of Year 7 students. The Year 9 drama 
club commit to rehearsals on a Tuesday lunchtime 
with Mrs Mrozinski and she was so pleased with their 
performance, they performed it twice. Well done to all 
involved.  

  

Induction day was an excellent opportunity for our 
Year 7 students to showcase their talent, creativity and 
hard work. They performed "I'm in a fairytale, get  me 
out of here" for the Year 6 students. The production 
has been rehearsed and organised through our lunch 
time Drama clubs. Students have shown exceptional 
commitment throughout the process and all the hard 
work paid off. The year 6 students were delighted with 
the production and many have said they will be joining 
Drama club when they start in September. Well done 
Year 7 Drama club!  

 

A group of Year 10 students performed at Home    
Theatre at the beginning of July. This was part of a 
project called "Barbican Box" that students had been 
involved with. The project began when a box was    
delivered to school from the founders of Slung Low 
Theatre Company and students had to create a play 
using the contents of the box which were all survival 
based. The students created a play called "The    
Missing - Moorlands". In summary, the play was a   
story about four boys who went missing during a 
camping trip back in 1996. Now in 2019, the case    
reopened and a group of teenagers spent the      
weekend on the moorlands and experienced        
flashbacks to try to establish what actually happened 
to the boys. The group had an artistic mentor who said 
that ñthey really did create a strong pieceé they 
knocked it out of the park. They should be very proudò. 
We were one of only eight schools in Manchester who 
were lucky enough to take part in this project.  
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Art 

Once again it has been a very exciting and successful year in the 

department. The pupils from Years 7-13 have produced some   

excellent work inspired by the artists who have exhibited in the 

gallery, art workshops with designers and artist cultural visits. 

Once again the students have been able to excel by using a large 

variety of materials and processes which have inspired them to 

produce their own creative outcomes. 

Visiting examiners and guests have commented not on the quality 

of studentsô work but the variety and individuality of the work. In 

year 11 the GCSE moderator for example, pointed out that every 

student had very individual personalised pieces which doesnôt 

happen at many schools and was a   pleasure to see.  

Our Year 7 students are always looking to go that extra mile and        
impress staff with their creative thinking. Maisy Kirkpatrick and          
Gabriella Harris have stunned us this week with an outstanding home 
work based on the Edward Munch portrait, "The Scream." The girls 
chose to create a cake! The butter icing was used to show the            
incredible colour variations and patterns within the original painting. 

Mr Miranda had been talking  to his Year 7 students about how GCSE 
examiners are always impressed by how students are asked to think 
outside the box when working  in the style of an artist using different 
materials and processes. 

 We are so fortunate to have such a wealth of talent in year 7 and such 
creative and hard working individuals. Well done girls! 

Have a safe and happy holiday and remember óArt is in your life and Life is in your Artô  

PE 

The PE department once again have had huge     

success over the past academic year.  

Well done to the Year 9 Rounders Team (right) who 

remained unbeaten in their league and made it 

through to the Trafford finals. The girls played        

brilliantly and did our school incredibly proud.  

Also, congratulations to the Year 11 football team who 

won the Trafford B League. 

The Year 10 football team narrowly missed out on the 

finals in both the Trafford League and Cup against a 

very strong Ashton on Mersey team. Despite this 

though, the players showed fantastic attitude and price in their performance 
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Lloyd Arts Competition 

Many of you will know the exhibition as the Arriva     
Competition but this year we renamed it in honour of 
one of our ex head teachers Miss Lloyd, whose vision 
and determination led to us be able to finance and build 
a gallery for both students and professionals to exhibit 
their work in. 
 
The exhibition evening was a gr eat success again and 

as can be seen below the selection of work was a great 

testament to all the hard work by the students and staff.  

 The Lloyd competition was hosted again in the gallery 

and was very well attended as always from students, 

guests and visitors. Congratulations go to Vinnie Owens 

who was judged as the overall winner. 
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Sports Day is always such a fabulous day at Altrincham College where the whole 
school and staff come together. 

Students compete in their forms and represent a country on the day. Each form 
competes in all the different events which range from, 75m sprint, shot putt and 
relay races to strongest man/woman, the 250m rowing challenge and many more. 
The last few years we have had great weather and this year was no exception. 
We even had time for a staff relay!  

Sports Day 


