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Our vision is to nurture well-rounded citizens of the future who are 
knowledgeable, happy and resilient enough to make a valuable contri-

bution to the world in which they live, and empowered to make in-
formed and positive life choices. 

Welcome to Altrincham College’s Sixth Form.

Our thriving Sixth Form offers an exceptional environment in which young people can
flourish academically and personally. Our recent Ofsted inspection in May 2026 praised 
our "ambitious and well-tailored 16 to 19 study programme" and highlighted how stu-

dents benefit from expert teaching, extensive enrichment opportunities and high-quality 

 Students develop the confidence to work with "maturity and independence", achieve 
highly, and access their first-choice university, apprenticeship and employment destina-

tions. Through leadership opportunities, enrichment pathways and a commitment to per-
sonal growth, our students leave Altrincham College with the "knowledge, skills and self-

assurance needed to succeed in the next stage of their lives." 

We are very proud that Ofsted found our post 16 provision to be the 'strong standard'. 

careersguidance.
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“A‑level outcomes. Have improved 
rapidly in recent times.” (Ofsted)

Mr A Mahmood
Assistant Headteacher &

Head of Sixth Form 

 
ber of staff or our Sixth Form students.

Since we first opened in 2011, the Sixth Form has gone from
strength to strength, and we are incredibly proud of all our
students’ achievements over the years. 

 

“In our most recent 2026 Ofsted inspection, our Sixth Form was awarded a ‘Strong standard; recognising the high quali- ty
of education and opportunities we provide for our students. Inspectors praised our provision, commenting that “Leaders
have designed an ambitious and well-tailored 16 to 19 study programme.” We are also proud to have achieved the ALPS
Gold Award, placing us in the top 25% nationally for student progress. These accolades reflect our commit- ment to
academic excellence, exceptional pastoral support and ensuring that every student is equipped with the knowledge, skills
and experiences needed to succeed in their chosen pathway beyond Sixth Form. 

Students at Altrincham College Sixth Form have progressed into top Russell Group Universities such as Leeds, Liverpool,
Manchester, Warwick to study in Biomedical Sciences, Law, Maths, Politics, Spanish and Sports Science. We have also had
a number of students take up higher and degree level Apprenticeships with top companies such as Balfour Beatty,
Barclays and SellaField. 

Altrincham College Sixth Form prides itself on offering a range of courses, both academic and vocational, all delivered
with 100% commitment and high expectations from our dedicated specialist staff. Students can benefit from our unique
opportunity to combine both academic and vocational subjects when selecting their programme of study. 

As well as a full curriculum, a wide variety of enrichment activities and opportunities outside of the classroom are avail-
able to student throughout their time at Sixth Form 

Successful applicants will be well motivated hard- working and have excellent attendance. Students must be willing,
independent learners and must adhere to Altrincham College Sixth Form coursework deadlines. All students will have
examinations at the end of Year 12 to benchmark progress. The results from these examinations will be used as an indi-
cator that a student has the capability to progress into Year 13. 

I very much hope you find the information in this booklet. If you have any queries or questions, either about our pro-
grammesAltrincham College Sixth Form prides itself of study or student life in general, please feel free to ask any mem-
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from the day they walk through the door in Year
12, to the day they leave us in Year 13, fully ready
to transition to university or employment. We
pride ourselves on aiming to keep classes small
because we truly believe that student success is
determined by receiving quality teaching and 1:1
support. 

We offer a multi million pound state-of-the-art
learning environment and we consistently see
excellent examination results year on year, with
almost all students who apply to UCAS securing
a place at their first choice university.
 
We guarantee that students will receive the
highest level of personal support and guidance
throughout their studies, following either an
academic A Level pathway or an Advanced Level
3 vocational pathway, enhanced by an exciting
and varied enrichment programme. 

Our advice and guidance for Post 18, university
applications and apprenticeships is outstanding.
You have 1:1 support from a personal tutor, as
well as opportunities to meet with university 

We are a small, friendly sixth form with space
for just 200 students across years 12 and 13.
Our size enables us to nurture each and every
student and cater to their individual needs.
Furthermore, our smaller student population
means that staff get to know their students
very quickly and students form close
friendships for life. 
Students are supported here every single day,

admissions staff whowillvisityouinschooland
provide feedback onyourpersonalstatement–
the most challengingpartofyourapplication.
 
Our Aspire6programmeisdesignedtosupport
students that are considering applying to
Oxbridge or Russell Group Universities as well as
those applyingtocoursessuchasmedicine,
dentistryandveterinarymedicine. 

Students enjoy an adult learning environment
within thepurposebuiltSixthFormwhich
operates separately from the rest of the school.
Café stylecateringisavailablethroughoutthe
day, alongwithaccesstothefullyresourced
Learning ResourceCentrewherestudentscan
benefit from1:1discussionsabouttheirfutures. 

Studying in an environment with staff who both
know andcareabouttheirstudents,and
available to give them support whenever they
need it,isanimportantadvantagethatshould
not be overlooked when making a decision
about whichsixthformtoapplyto.

“ The community atmosphere here simply cannot be replicated in
a college environment with over 2,000 students. Having
everyone know you on a personal level allows you to focus on
your course.” - Year 12 student. ” 
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At Altrincham College we offer a broad range of
A Level and Vocational courses to choose from.
Each student will study 3 A Levels or equivalent.
Students can benefit from our unique oppor-
tunity to combine both academic and vocation-
al subjects when selecting their programme of
study. 

Pathway options: Students can choose a path-
way consisting of 3 subjects. Certain pathways
have been repopulated with two subjects rec-
ommended for that Industry and will require a
3rd subject to be chosen. The ‘Open Pathway’
is open to students who choose a combination
of different subjects 

A LEVEL COURSES: 

VOCATIONAL COURSES: 

Art and Design 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
English Language & Literature
Geography 

Mathematics
History 
Law
Psychology
Sociology 

For detailed information about the courses we offer, please refer to the
course guide on our website: www.altrinchamcollege.com/sixthform 

Extended Certificate subjects

(equivalent to 1 A Level) 

OCR Sport and Physical Activity

BTEC Creative Digital Media 

V levels in Digital Systems and Data 

“Leaders have designed an ambitious and well-tailored 16 to 19 study pro-
gramme.” (Ofsted, 2026) 



ASPIRE, ACHIEVE, AMAZE 

ENRICHMENT 

 
words or developing and creating a product. An EPQ is worth up to 28 UCAS points (half an A Level). 

Our Enrichment programme is designedtocomplementyouracademicachievement, help you stand out
 

This qualification helps students develop and demonstrate their project
manage- ment skills and provides opportunities for extended writing,
research and com- munication, which are highly valued for progression
to higher education and employment. 

TheEPQisanindependentresearchtaskandinvolveseitherwritinganextendedessayofabout5,000 

Core Maths is designed for students to retain, deepen and extend their knowledge and skills from GCSE
(grade 5 and above) and the qualification is worth up to 28 UCAS points (half 
an A Level). 

The primary focus is on using and applying mathematics and statistics to address
authentic problems and real-life scenarios, drawn from study, work and life, 
with a strong emphasis on problem-solving. 

fromthe crowdwhen applyingfor universityorapprenticeships,anddemonstrateyour desirefor
personal enhancement. Enrichment activities provide a well-rounded sixth form experience and enable
students to develop skills, attributes and experiences beyond academic capabilities. 

In addition to the timetabled enrichment session, which is one hour per fortnight, students have
op portunities to get involved in student leadership, school council, student wellbeing and many extra
cu rricular activities. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) is the world’s leading youth achievement award, giving millions of
14 to 24-year-olds the opportunity to be the very best they can be. 

The programme is a life-changing experience and provides an opportunity to discover new interests and
nurture new talents. There are three progressive levels for students to work to; the Bronze, Silver and
Gold Awards. 

CORE MATHS 

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICTION (EPQ) 

“Students benefit from an extensive range of wider opportunities beyond the taught
curriculum.” (Ofsted, 2026) 
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M OOC (Massive Open Online Courses) are free, academic courses which are available via
U nifrog, our school’s careers platform. There are nearly 3,000 different MOOC courses
av ailable and students can work through the course at a time that suits them. Most
u niversities hold MOOC courses in high esteem, as they are a fantastic way to further a
student’s knowledge of a particular subject area. Some universities even make reduced UCAS
offers for students who have completed a relevant MOOC course. 

 
to find their own meaningful work experience placement in a relevant field, ideally
one linked to their chosen university course or career aspiration. We also encourage
students to enhance their CVs or personal statements by signing up to virtual work
experience opportunities, such as those offered via organisations such as Springpod
and Speakers for Schools. 

“Employers increasingly expect job applicants to have relevant

experience as well as good qualifications ” 

 
ing at sixth form community and promotional events and supporting with the provi-
sion of advice and guidance to prospective students. This gives an opportunity for
students to develop their interpersonal AandH lead ership skills. The SLT also
represent the 
views of fellow students and organising social activities within the sixth form. 

Our Sixth Form Student Leadership Team meet every Monday under the guidance of
Mr. Mahmood. Students apply to be part of the Leadership Team and are interviewed 
and appointed by the Head of Sixth Form and Mr. Keegan. 

The Young Enterprise programme allows students to develop essential skills and experiences that they can
use in the world of work. Students work as part of a team to create their 
own company and develop a product idea, which they have to produce, 
market and sell to customers, competing against students from other 
sixth forms and colleges! 

It is a great opportunity to develop employability and entrepreneurial
skills and experience running your own business. 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Work experience takes place in the spring term of Year12. Students are encouraged

The Student Leadership Team (SLT) undertake a range of responsibilities, such as help-
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The TEFL enrichment course offers students the opportunity to gain a globally recognised qualifica-
tion that opens doors to teaching English both in the UK and around the world. Whether you're
considering a gap year, a future in education, or simply want to develop your communication and
leadership skills, TEFL is a valuable and rewarding experience. 

Delivered in partnership with a certified provider online, this course introduces the fundamentals 
of teaching English to non-native speakers and provides practical tools to plan and deliver engaging lessons. 

Whether you're aiming for a music qualification, building your performance portfolio, or simply
passionate about your instrument, this enrichment opportunity offers personalised support from 

experienced tutors. 

Students working towards Grade 6 or higher on their musical instrument can take advantage of dedicated instru-
mental tuition sessions organised during the school day. These lessons are designed to support stu-
dents in preparing for graded exams, auditions, and performances, while also deepening their mu-

 

 

DANCE LEADERSHIP 

MUSIC INSTRUMENT GRADE 6 

GOOGLE CAREER CERTIFICATES 
The 

sical understanding and technique.

Google Career Certificatesofferstudentsthechancetogainprofessional-level training in high-growth 

“Employers increasingly expect job applicants to have relevant

experience as well as good qualifications ” 

The Dance Leadership Qualification is a dynamic and practical course designed for students who are
passionate about dance and want to develop their leadership, communication, and 
coaching skills. This nationally recognised qualification provides the tools to plan, 
lead, and evaluate safe and engaging dance sessions for a variety of age groups and 
abilities. CORE MATHS 
Through a mix of theory and practical workshops, students will learn how to break 
down choreography, manage groups, and deliver inclusive activities—all while building confidence and
teamwork. 

fields—no experience required. Deliveredonline ,these coursesarede-
signed by Google and taught by experts, making them a powerful addi-
tion to any CV or university application. 

Students can choose from a range of career-focused pathways including 
IT Support, Data Analytics, Project Management, UX Design, and Cybersecurity. Each course is self-paced, 
allowing students to learn at a time and speed that suits them.
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Aspire 6 is our flagship enrichment programme 
for high-achieving students who aspire to se-
cure places at the UK’s most competitive uni-

versities and degree apprenticeships. 

This prestigious programme includes: 

 
dence, critical thinking, and global awareness. 

Academic seminars led by a professor from the
University of Oxford, offering direct insight into
elite university learning. 

Oxbridge Applicant Support Programme,
providing tailored guidance for applications to
Oxford and Cambridge. 

Access to Sutton Trust Summer 
Schools and subject masterclasses, connecting
students with top-tier academic experiences
and networks. 

Specialist support for highly competitive cours-
es such as Medicine, Dentistry, and Veterinary
Science, including interview preparation and
admissions test guidance. 

ProvenSuccess... 

Every student fromthe Aspire 6 cohort of 
2026 secured eitheradegree apprenticeship or

a place at a RussellGroup university/Top 10
University across the country, demonstrating

the programme’sexceptional impact. 

If you're ready to challenge yourself, grow intel-
lectually, and preparefor a world-class fu-

ture, Aspire 6 isyour launchpad. 

UN-style student debates to develop confi-
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A Bursary is available for some students aged 16-19 who may need help with the costs incurred in
continuing in full time education. 

There are 2 categories: Vulnerable groups (previously nominated) and Discretional 
Bursary. Money awarded is linked to attendance, punctuality, work ethic and behaviour.
 
Students must hold an account in their name (not parents/carers). The amount of funding to the school is
yet to be confirmed; therefore, the allocation to each student will depend on the funding and numbers who
apply. The money is intended to assist with lunches, bus fares, equipment and clothing relating to their Sixth
Form studies. 

Students meet with their personal tutor and the rest of their tutor group each day. This enables
students to get to know each other quickly and to develop strong positive relationships. Your
personal tutor will provide academic and pastoral help, guiding you as you make important
decisions about your future. 

Students receive supervision and guidance from Mrs Court (LRC Manager) and our Careers Team, who
lead on student destinations, alongside their tutors, and assist with all applications, for university places,
apprenticeships and training, or the workplace. 

Additional insight into matters of finance, relationships and the skills required for post-16 studies is
provided as part of the tutorial programme, as well as external visits. 

BURSARY 
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Hear from our students themselves about their experience
with us at AC Sixth Form... 

‘’I am so grateful to have spent the past two years at Altrincham 
College Sixth Form. I’m delighted to say that I will be attending 
the University of Nottingham to study Law with Spanish, and I 
couldn’t have achieved this without the incredible support from 
the sixth form staff. From guiding me through my UCAS application
to helping me find the right path and secure valuable work
experience, they have been there every step of the way. The
learning environment has been both inspiring and welcoming, and
I’m truly happy to have been a part of this sixth form community.’’ 

“The study environment is nice and I have received lots of
support from teachers, allowing me to achieve my desired 

grades and get into my first choice university.” 

“The school has good and caring staff for support and aca-
demic development. There is a quiet and calm environment 

for studying.” 

‘’My advice to anyone starting at AC Sixth Form- To
understand that leaving secondary school and

starting college may seem really hard buts it’s not.
Don’t waste your frees and socialise with people that 

“The support from people such as
Mrs Court is like no other sixth 

form. She has provided us with many
opportunities for the future.” 

help you progress and grow. If school work is stress-
ful, talk to someone. The teachers and the reception-

ist are very nice and offer a lot of support.’’ 

‘’Enjoy every moment here, take every opportunity you can get
and don’t be afraid to ask for support! “The hardest but best two
years, the support received over my two years was incredible and

helped me to secure the best grades, helping me to exceed and get
into my chosen uni! Thank you to all my teachers for their wonder-

ful help and support. I can’t thank you enough!” 
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Altrincham College Sixth Form has an excellent
progression record. Each year, our Year 13
students take up places at some of the top
universities in the UK, including Russell Group
Universities such as Leeds, Liverpool,
Manchester, Warwick and York, and other top
ten Univeristies such as Lancaster &
Loughborough

The variety of courses that our students study
at undergraduate level reflects the wide
variety of courses offered at Altrincham At
present, popular courses include: Law,
Psychology, English Literature, Art and Design,
Biology, Chemistry, Business Studies and many
more. Our students are encouraged to ‘aim
high’ and apply for the top universities for
their chosen course and they are fully
supported in doing so. 

Students receive 1:1 support with all aspects
of their UCAS application, from personal
statement writing to mock interviews. 

We have long-established links with local
universities who regularly visit the sixth form

to speak to our students and parents about
Regular trips to universities take 

place throughout the year, including university
support for EPQ students and we welcome the 

university. 

guidance to students that these universities
offer. 

Students who aspire to apply to Cambridge or
Oxford University can sit their entrance exam
atschool, as we are a registered Cambridge
Assessment Admissions Testing Centre. 

 
interested in pursuing as a career is very
important and we provide an opportunity for
allstudents to experience a work experience
placement in Year 12. 

Anumber of university courses, such as
Medicine and Veterinary Medicine, have
specific work experience requirements, and
students are encouraged to pursue these and
seek advice where necessary. 

Work experience in the field that a student is

“The help that we received whilst applying
for university places and apprenticeships
has been outstanding.” - Sixth Form Parent. 
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We operate a ‘Look Smart, Feel Smart’ dress code at Altrincham College. We insist
on the highest standards of business dress as we recognise that we are prepar- ing
students for the world of work. 
Students are invited to dress more casually on Fridays, as a reward for
meeting our Dress Code expectations. 

ENDTRREYS SC RCIOTEDREI A 

ICT AND LAPTOPS 

In Sixth Form, students are expected to take
responsibility for themselves and their learning;
this can be different from their prior
experiences of education. The Sixth Form
centre is open before and after the teaching
day so that students can arrive early or stay
late. As well as timetabled lessons and tutorial

ICT can be a very effective way to support learning. Students have access to computersina
number of ICT suites, including the Learning Resource Centre. 
Students are welcome to use their own device, at their own risk, providing parents give
permission in advance. 

sessions, students also have study periods.
Students divide their time between working in
the LRC, in designated work areas or spending
time in Café Connect. Over time, those students
who are working well and making good
progress will be permitted to study at home
when they have a study period. 
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ENTRY CRITERIA 

THE APPLICATION 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 19TH 2025 

Internal applicants: Apply online OR return a
paper application to your Form Tutor or Sixth
Form Reception. 

Our entry criteria is fair, in line with other sixth
form providers, and is set to ensure students
begin their Post 16 studies in the strongest
position to be successful. 

Entry into the Sixth Form requires 5 GCSEs at
Grades 9-5 including English Language and
Maths, and usually a grade 6 in the subjects
you wish to follow in the Sixth Form. 

You can now apply electronically. Scan the QR
code to the right to access the online applica-
tion form. 

Alternatively, you can download an application
form to print or access an MS form link from the
school website. 

Remember to select just ONE pathway. 

External applicants: Apply online OR post/ hand
in your paper application to school. Ap-
plications must be accompanied with a current
school reference. 

Not all courses, however, require you to have
studied them at GCSE. It is important that you
read each subjects entry criteria as this may
differ slightly from the general entry criteria.
Some subjects need specific entry require-
ments. Please see the course guide for more
information. 
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