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• Existing qualifications and grades

• Future qualifications currently being studied for, with 
predicted grades

•What schools you’ve attended, both where and when

• Employment, etc.

•Personal Statement
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So, why an extra test as well?

• Large numbers of applicants

• International students

•Mature students

•Variety of subjects studied

•A levels (the most common qualification among 
applicants) doesn’t tell us all we want to know



A Levels…

Over recent decades:

• The proportion of pupils attaining the highest grades has greatly 
increased, perhaps most notably in subjects which show the greatest 
correlation to some particular subjects or abilities (analytical subjects 
such as mathematics, for example)

• The assessment methods at A level have tended towards favouring 
more precise and prescriptive answers
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But we want to know things like…

• Can the applicant for our degree think clearly and independently?

• Can the applicant actually use what he or she has been taught?

• Can the applicant write in clearly-constructed and appropriately-
argued English prose?

… and it’s not obvious even from very strong results in A levels that a 
candidate can do these things at a high level.  (Nor, of course, that they 
can’t!)
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What are we looking for in the test?

The test is designed to help us assess, within the context of the 
application overall (it does not replace any other available data but 
supplements it):

• Evidence of close critical reading and understanding;

• Capacity to write clear, connected, well-argued English prose, or to 
apply existing knowledge in new situations (science, maths);

• (Where relevant) Interest and enthusiasm for the subject



‘Interest and enthusiasm for the subject’

In an essay section of a test candidates will convey this interest and 
enthusiasm by engaging with the questions directly and in their own 
voice; by actually thinking.  They will not convey it by:

• Name-dropping (say) ‘Great Historians/Philosophers I have heard of’

• Shoehorning into some essay passing mention of arguments they 
have read or been told about where it has little relevance

• Indicating that they can tell what the question is asking for without 
actually reading the question carefully (‘clairvoyance’)



What’s my test actually like?

LNAT and UCAT are longstanding, well-known quantities; look at 
websites.

Other ‘Consortium’ tests (e.g. TARA/TMUA/ESAT are likely to be 
predominantly multiple choice, though the precise nature of the 
multiple-choice may vary (negative marking for wrong answers may be 
introduced in some questions; check the rules!)  TARA has a structured 
essay as one component.

You may not be required to take all parts of the test (ESAT will have 
sections relevant to different sciences), so do check!
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The trick is (always)…

… that there is no trick.

The only basic guidance that really matters is:

Answer the question asked
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Interviews

• How suitable you are for the style of teaching used 
(Oxford, Cambridge);

• How well you can use knowledge and information to 
solve problems, assess arguments, develop proposals 
for research;

• (Relevant to a few competitive subjects) How will this 
applicant be as a member of a key profession?



Interviews

‘Word Triples’:

• Guilt; shame; remorse

• Intelligent; clever; wise

• Intelligence; understanding; wisdom
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