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Introduction 

The Achieve and Learn Trust believes that nothing is more 

important than safeguarding the young people in our 

schools.   

I’m sure many of you will have been watching the new 

Netflix series “Adolescence” which follows a family whose 

teenage son is accused of murder leaving everyone 

asking how this could happen.  I’m sure this will open 

conversations in families about how we can be more 

aware of how to prevent our children getting involved in 

violence and knife crime.  I hope the resources in this 

bulletin support you to have more informed conversations.  

Identifying Children at Risk of Knife Crime 

Many parents do not know what they are looking for when trying to identify if their child is at 
risk of carrying a weapon.  Here are some of the things to look out for; 

 Know what knives and how many you have in the kitchen and in toolkits at home.  

 Monitor any unusual online purchas-
es arriving at your home. Online 
retailers and delivery companies 
should ask for age verification when 
they deliver or when they ask you to 
collect age restricted goods.  

 Keep engaged with your child or 
young person and their use of social 
media.  

 Think about searching their bag and 
room (is there evidence of drugs, extra money, or new clothes?). Think of other hiding 
spaces that may be used in your home and remember it might not be a knife but some 
other weapon.  

 Know where they are and who they are with (do they have a new circle of friends and 
are they becoming less engaged with their family?).  

 Encourage them to ‘hang out’ in safe areas wherever possible and talk to your child 
about places they can go if they are feeling vulnerable.  




