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Wednesday 6 January 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Students

BTEC EXAMS (Pearson exam board)

Overnight we have received the following communication from Pearson who operate the BTEC exams to say:
“We have agreed the following with Ofqual and the DfE to ensure that no learner is disadvantaged (by the pandemic):
· We will certificate any learner who is unable to take their exams and has enough evidence to receive a certificate that they need for progression.

· Learners unable to take their assessment this January may be able to take their assessment at a later date. If that is not possible, we will put in place arrangements to ensure no learner is disadvantaged.”

BTEC exams
Art & Design (Y13)
Fashion & Clothing (Y12)
Creative Media (Y12 and Y13)
In discussion with key staff, I have therefore taken the decision as a school to cancel BTEC exams scheduled over the next two weeks. In making this difficult decision I have considered the health and safety of all students and the anxiety that this has been causing, following on from periods of self-isolation, remote learning and national lockdowns.

The lateness of this most recent communication from Pearson and the DfE means we have been put in an extremely difficult situation, having to find information via social media, but have made the decision in the best interests of all concerned. 

Further information regarding the specific modules to be examined will follow as we receive it. Students should continue with remote learning as directed by their teachers and should liaise with Mr Keegan if they have any concerns over the cancellation of these exams. 

OCR vocational exams

A number of students follow the OCR vocational courses in KS4 and 5. These are: 

Business (Y13)
Sport and Physical Activity (Y12)
Child Development (Y11)
iMedia (Y10)

For these courses we are still awaiting a decision from OCR as to whether or not exams this month will go ahead. We will notify you as soon as we have more information from the Secretary of State for Education, especially around how subjects will be certificated in the summer.

Yours faithfully
Ms K Earle
Headteacher



